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PDAC Qualifications and Credentials (QC) Committee 
August 7, 2019 

Telenet 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 
Barbara Christmas Connie Shugart Joellyn Whitehead Paula Schnicker-Johnson Tami O’Daniel 
Bela Mote* Diane King Joni Scritchlow Penny Williams-Wolford Tammy Notter 
Beth Knight Diane Scruggs Joyce Weiner Sherry Fang Teri Meismer  
Brenda Eastham Elva DeLuna* Melissa Johnson Stephanie Hellmer Teri Talan* 
Carol Weisheit Emma Knocke Miranda Lin Tamara King Terri Lamb 
Carole Franke Heather Duncan Patricia Twymon   
*denotes tri-chairs     

 
Welcome – Teri Talan, Bela Mote, and Elva DeLuna; tri-chairs 
 
Approval of April 11, 2019 Minutes 

• Motion to approve by Joyce Weiner. 

• Motion seconded by Brenda Eastham. 

• Motion passes and minutes approved. 
 
Gateways Credentials and Work Underway 

• Competencies, Faculty Fellows, Regional Meetings – Joni Scritchlow 
o Since 2016, all Gateways Credentials have been aligned to competencies. 
o Ninety-six percent of all Illinois Higher Education Institutions have aligned their ECE 

programs with the Gateways ECE Credential competencies. 
o In spring 2019, the Faculty Fellows work began to review all Gateways Credential 

competencies, and underlining master rubrics, and assessments to ensure a 
comprehensive, cohesive system. 

o The Faculty Fellow’s work will be complete in August 2019. 
o Regional Meetings will convene between September and November 2019 and are open 

to all faculty, Deans, etc. Locations will be in Bloomington, Naperville, and Chicago. 

• Credential Data, Frameworks, & Renewal Checklist – Stephanie Hellmer (Attachment A) 
o Within the last three years, there has been a significant increase in providers with 

Credentials (see graph on Attachment A). 
o Over that last 20 years, Gateways Credentials have steadily increased each year. 2019 is 

on trend with meeting or surpassing 2018. 
o The Credential renewal process was streamlined after the Illinois Department of Human 

Services (IDHS) signed the QC Committee’s recommendation to include the renewal 
requirements for all seven Gateways Credentials. Attachment A includes a link to the 
streamlined renewal checklist. 

o All Gateways Credential frameworks received a facelift. This facelift blends 
competencies with points. 
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o All Gateways Credentials are reviewed every five years. The timeline is included in 
Attachment A. The ECE and Infant Toddler Credential review is partially incorporated in 
the Faculty Fellows work. 

• RBPD Pilot & Trainings Aligned to Competencies/Lessons Learned – Beth Knight 
o The Relationship-Based Professional Development (RBPD) pilot is underway. Using the 

QC Committee’s definition of RBPD, the pilot kicked off in June 2019 and will continue 
until Spring 2020.  

▪ The pilot will identify appropriate processes and procedures to effectively use 
RBPD toward the 15-hour yearly training requirements for licensed program 
staff. 

▪ The goal is to track activity but will not populate on an individual’s Professional 
Development Record (PDR) until after the pilot has ended. 

▪ Eventually, RBPD hours could align to specific competencies as well as the 
Continuous Quality Improvement Plan (CQIP) and for Gateways Registry credit. 

o Competencies and Trainings Pilot 
▪ Lessons learned in Phase 1 include difficulties “retro-fitting” a competency into 

an existing training. Backwards mapping a competency to create a training is a 
smoother process.  

▪ Lower level competencies (typically levels 2 and 3) tend to align with trainings. 
Higher level competencies are hard to meet within a training. 

▪ Training content is more important that the length of time spent in the training. 
▪ This philosophy shift requires a depth of knowledge and understanding of 

competencies. 
▪ Phase 2 will focus on educating and sharing resources about competencies.  

 
Financial Supports – Great Start & Credentials – (Attachment B) 

• Great Start was created to reward those who attain degrees and encourage consistent work. 

• The Illinois Director Credential is included in Great Start; however, the remaining six Gateways 
Credentials are not.  

• Politically, now is a good time to open recommendations to add remaining Credentials into the 
Great Start Wage Supplement Scale. This addition will increase the importance of Credentials 
and reward those who have them. 

• Since one of QC’s goals is to incentivize Gateways Credentials, the Financial Supports (FS) 
Committee wants to partner with QC for dual recommendation support. During the September 
11, 2019 face to face QC meeting, the QC Committee will be able to walk through the full 
recommendation from the FS Committee. Attachment B is a sneak peak of the work. 

o The Infant Toddler Credential Level 5 and Technical Assistance Level 5 are missing from 
this crosswalk. Suggest adding at level 10A. 

 
Vision for ExceleRate/Hybrid Model/Credential Implications – (Attachment C & D) 

• There are big visions for improving the ExceleRate Illinois website to include more resources. 

• Attachment C & D highlight the draft vision for the ExceleRate hybrid model. 

• The teacher shortage over the last 10 years has impacted the field of education; early childhood 
included. This hybrid model is an aspect to address the shortage but does not stand alone; 
rather a short-term solution to address compensation. 

o Consistent messaging regarding access to early childhood and Professional Educator 
Licenses (PEL) with an early childhood endorsement is crucial. Over the last 10 – 12 



 

3 
 

years, only one PEL program has closed. At that time, approximately 40% of PEL ECE 
programs were aligned to the Gateways ECE Credential. Now 96% of PEL ECE programs 
have aligned and some programs are available online. Illinois is in much better shape 
now than a decade ago. 

 
Update ESL & Bilingual Credential – Joyce Weiner – tri-chair 

• The pilot is underway with Levels 2 – 4.  

• Originally seven institutions completed a Request for Proposal (RFP) and four were selected to 
participate in the pilot. Those institutions include: 

o Lewis University 
o Waubonsee Community College 
o Moraine Valley Community College 
o Elgin Community College 

• The pilot will test the requirements. At the completion of the pilot, the consultants will finalize 
competencies, as well as create a comprehensive assessment toolbox. All lessons learned will be 
included in a final report with comprehensive data.  

 
Announcements/Updates 

• The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) has announced the K – 12 PEL programs will develop 
and align to competencies. They are putting a committee together to map competencies and 
develop a timeline.  

 
Adjourn 
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Attachment A 

Credential Data 

 
 

20 years of Gateways Credentials 

Credential Type 
1999-2013 
(14 years) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

ECE Level 1 2,161 1,251 2,052 2,723 17,519 9,448 

SAYD Level 1 76 100 69 35 143 20 

ECE (Levels 2-6) 648 721 4,484 2,865 2,459 1,211 

ITC 503 392 1,574 1,212 1,027 523 

IDC 617 174 698 516 561 328 

FCC - - 45 113 148 70 

FSC - - 60 115 148 114 

SAYD (Levels 2-5) - - 40 158 95 31 

TA - - 3 53 14 4 

TOTALS 4,006 2,638 9,025 7,815 22,114 11,750 
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Attachment A – continued  

Credential Renewal Checklist:  

https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/renewal/1612-renewal-and-level-advance-

checklist-any-level/file 

 

Credential Frameworks: 

ECE Framework link: https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/ece/24-ece-framework/file 

ITC Framework link: https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/infant-toddler/9-itc-

framework/file 

IDC Framework link: https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/illinois-director/3-

frameworks/file 

FCC Framework link: https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/family-child-care/17-fcc-

framework/file 

FSC Framework link: https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/family-child-specialist/21-

fsc-framework/file 

 

SAYD Framework link: https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/school-age-and-youth-

development/14-sayd-framework/file 

 

TA Framework link: https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/technical-assistance/835-ta-

framework/file 

 

 

5 Year Credential Review Timeline:  

• Gateways ECE Credential Review Group – 2019 

• Gateways Infant Toddler Review Group – 2019 

• Gateways Family Specialist Credential Review Group – 2020 

• Gateways School Age and Youth Development Review Group – 2020  

• Gateways Family Child Care Credential Review Group – 2021 

• Gateways Technical Assistance Credential Review Group – 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/renewal/1612-renewal-and-level-advance-checklist-any-level/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/renewal/1612-renewal-and-level-advance-checklist-any-level/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/ece/24-ece-framework/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/infant-toddler/9-itc-framework/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/infant-toddler/9-itc-framework/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/illinois-director/3-frameworks/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/illinois-director/3-frameworks/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/family-child-care/17-fcc-framework/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/family-child-care/17-fcc-framework/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/family-child-specialist/21-fsc-framework/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/family-child-specialist/21-fsc-framework/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/school-age-and-youth-development/14-sayd-framework/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/school-age-and-youth-development/14-sayd-framework/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/technical-assistance/835-ta-framework/file
https://www.ilgateways.com/docman-docs/credentials/technical-assistance/835-ta-framework/file
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Attachment B 
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Attachment C 
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Attachment D 
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Attachment D – continued  

 


