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PDAC Qualifications and Credentials (QC) Committee 

November 2, 2020  
1:30 PM — 3:00 PM 

ZOOM Meeting Minutes 
 

Barbara Christmas Diane King Joyce Weiner Pat Twymon Tamara King 

Barb Volpe Elva DeLuna* Julie Lindstrom Sandy Young Tami O’Daniel 

Bela Mote* Emma Vibber Malia Owens Sharyl Robin Tammy Notter 

Carole Franke Heather Duncan Melissa Johnson Stephanie Hellmer Teri Meismer 

Carolyn Beal Jamie Nichols Melissa Szymczak Stephanie Herling Teri Talan* 

Christy Allen Johnna Darragh-Ernst Pat Chamberlain Sue Jackson Tina Wiegel 

Connie Shugart Joni Scritchlow    

*denotes tri-chairs 
 
Welcome – Teri Talan and Bela Mote; tri-chairs 
 
Approval of September 2, 2020 Minutes 

• Motion to approve by Christy Allen 

• Motion seconded by Sandy Young 

• Motion passed and minutes approved 
 
Credential Fee Waiver Impact 

• Since June 2020, the Governor’s Office of Early Childhood Development (GOECD) allocated Preschool 
Development Grant Birth – 5 (PDG B-5) funding to waive Gateways Credential fees. 

• The waivers are for new and level advancement applications only and excludes the School-Age and Youth 
Development (SAYD) Credential. 

• The impact of the waivers has had a significant positive impact on supporting the field to gain or advance their 
credential(s). 

• As compared in the table below, nearly all credentials awarded were significantly higher than this time in 2019. 

• The Family Child Care Credential is comparable but slightly below those awarded last year. 

Gateways Credentials 
Awarded 

June – October 2020 
Awarded  

June – October 2019 
Impact 

ECE Credential 972 550 77% 

Infant Toddler Credential 569 282 102% 

Illinois Director Credential 293 141 108% 

Family Child Care Credential 42 45 - 

Family Specialist Credential 127 104 22% 

Technical Assistance Credential 4 2 100% 

TOTAL 2,007 1,124 79%  

• Question: Why have less Family Child Care Credentials been awarded than last year? 
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o The FCC Credential is a specialization and needs additional education and training in ECE in addition to 
family child care specific education and training. 

o Due to COVID-19, family child care providers have been significantly impacted. Gaining a credential is 
not high on their priority list during a pandemic. 

o Trainings and coursework specific to family childcare are also in less abundance and are frequently 
canceled compared to the ECE Credential. 

o Keep in mind, family child care providers may be applying. This chart only includes those that have been 
awarded. 

 
PDG B-5 Home Visitor Crosswalk Project – Dr. Johnna Darragh-Ernst 

• At the time the Gateways Family Specialist Credential was piloted in 2014, the Home Visiting Taskforce was 
unsure of its applicability to their workforce. Since then, the Home Visiting Taskforce has taken interest in 
determining professional career pathways for their workforce. 

• With funding and support from GOECD using PDG B-5 funds, a crosswalk between the Gateways Family 
Specialist Credential, Ounce of Prevention (now Start Early) Home Visitor Competencies, and the Council for 
Professional Recognition Home Visitor CDA was complete. The purpose of this crosswalk was to determine if 
there is a credential pathway for Home Visitors in Illinois. 

o A statewide panel of 13 professionals with experience in these three areas was given the task to review 
and approve the crosswalk completed by two consultants. 

o General similarities across and between these three sets of competencies was completed in September. 
o The Crosswalk Presentation (Attachment A) and Appendix H (Attachment B) provide a summary of the 

aligned competencies.  
o Any potential lack of alignment was due to the differences across the continuum. 
o The Gateways Family Specialist Credential is leveled while the Ounce Home Visitor Competencies and 

the Home Visitor CDA are not. 
o Additionally, the Home Visitor CDA is targeted to those who work with families with children birth – five 

while the Family Specialist Credential and the Ounce Home Visitor competencies are not tied to an age 
group with families. 

o This crosswalk and analysis were shared with the Home Visiting Task Force Executive Committee in 
October. It will be in their hands to decide how they want to proceed in credentialing their Home 
Visitors. 

▪ Question: If they do not want to use the FSC to credential their staff, could they suggest a new 
Home Visiting Credential? 

• They certainly could but this would take funding and support to create and develop this 
specific credential. 

o The full depth of analysis is in the full report which is in the hands of the INCCRRA Marketing 
department. 

 
Role of Specialization Credentials 

• The entire Gateways Credential system has evolved over the years. Though the Illinois Director Credential was 
established first, the ECE and Infant Toddler Credentials were soon to follow. 

• Since then, the ECE Credential has shifted into the core knowledge required for several other specialization 
Credentials.  

• The ECE Career Lattice (Attachment C) indicates the specializations that can be attained once the ECE Credential 
foundation has been met. Those specializations include: 

o Infant Toddler Credential 
o Illinois Director Credential 
o Family Child Care Credential 

▪ A training only route was intentionally designed to be a steppingstone for family child care 
providers who have not yet met the ECE Credential Level 2 
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o Technical Assistance Credential 
o The ESL and Bilingual Credential is in pilot but will also be a specialization 

• The SAYD Career Lattice (Attachment D) indicates the specializations that can be attained once the SAYD 
Credential foundation has been met. Those specializations include: 

o Illinois Director Credential 
o Family Child Care Credential 
o Technical Assistance Credential 

• The Family Specialist Lattice (Attachment E) indicates the specializations that can be attained once the Family 
Specialist Credential foundation has been met. Those specializations include: 

o Technical Assistance Credential 
▪ If a Home Visitor Credential were created, this is the lattice it would be added to. 

• The purpose of revisiting these career lattices is to ensure the QC Committee understands the role of 
specialization credentials.  

 
Preparing for Credential Review – Procedures and Protocol 

• All Gateways Credentials are reviewed every five years to ensure alignment to current standards and practices 
(i.e. NAEYC, Illinois Professional Teaching Standards, Infant Toddler standards, etc.) for relevancy and any 
implications. 

• The review is part of “policies & procedures” implemented by INCCRRA and authorized by IDHS.   

• The Credential review process includes feedback from current credentialed providers, faculty, employers, etc.  

• There will be an ad-hoc review group of eight to 10 people under the QC Committee. This ad-hoc committee is 
about a one-year time commitment.  

o If the ad-hoc committee has any changes to the credential requirements, it will bring through the PDAC 
process of approval prior to being submitted to IDHS. 

• The next strategic plan will include a timeline for each Credential review group. 
o The small tweaks in competency language by the Faculty Fellows group is now in the competency 

modules that will be tested in 2021. 
 
Shared Information/Data/Announcements 

• Recommendation status update:  
o Infant Toddler Mental Health – Credential Renewal Recommendation was approved at Steering on 

10/14/2020. PDAC will review on 11/18/2020. 

• Lunch and Learn – Training Opportunities, December 14 – 17, 2020. 
o This training will assist trainers of how to map their trainings to competencies. 

• Strategic Plan Timeline 

o Planning will start at the February 24th QC Committee meeting. 
 
Mark your Calendars – FY21 PDAC Qualifications & Credentials (QC) meeting dates: 

• Wednesday, February 24th 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM (Third Quarter) 

• Thursday, April 8th 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM (April Meeting) 

• Wednesday, May 26th 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM (Fourth Quarter) 
 
Adjourn
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Attachment A continued 
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Attachment A continued 
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Attachment A continued 
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Attachment A continued 
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Attachment A continued 
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Attachment B continued 
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