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PDAC Qualifications and Credentials (QC) Committee 

Tuesday, April 11, 2023 
1:00 PM—3:00 PM 

Virtual Meeting Agenda 
 
Brooke Walker Joan Longtin   Marilyn Toliver Tammy Notter       

Cerathel Burgess-Burnett Joellyn Whitehead Patricia Chamberlain Tami O’Daniel 

Connie Shugart Joni Scritchlow Sandy Young Teri Talan* 

Danen Busch Julie Lindstrom      Sue (Jackson) Murphy Tom Layman 
Elva DeLuna* Leslie Layman Tamara King Wendy Connell 
*Denotes tri-chair 
 

Welcome – Teri Talan & Elva DeLuna, tri-chairs 
 
Review and Approval of February 14, 2023, meeting minutes 

• Motion by Tammy Notter. 

• Motion seconded by Patricia Chamberlain. 

• Motion passed and minutes approved. 
 
Gateways Registry: PDR/Competency Dashboard Updates – Joellyn Whitehead (Attachment A) 

• College courses and training courses can be assigned competencies in the system. 

• Competencies can change over time on the same course by using a “competency profile” with start/end date. 

• McCormick Center for Early Childhood Leadership tested the training course functionality with job-embedded 
professional development (JEPD). 

• The Data/Tech departments are working on automatically assigning the proper competencies when a person’s 
coursework is entered into DTP via the Credentials process and creating a (printable) Competency Attainment 
Record (CAR). There are potentially three options: 

1. Courses listed at each institution and what competencies are assigned to individual courses. 
2. Courses listed by individual competency assigned and categorized by content areas. 
3. Courses listed by Credential level showing competency(s) assigned. 

• The Data department is open to suggestions for alternative viewing options. 

• Question: Will the system track trainings assigned to competencies? 
o Answer: Yes, this is possible. 

• Question: How/what if a competency has been repeated? 
o Answer: A default logic is to list coursework first and trainings second. The logic “locks” the 

competencies so individuals cannot override the system. Individuals could potentially access more than 
one CAR viewing option. 

• Thought: If a competency is missing, it would be helpful to have a separate repository to search 
courses/trainings by competency. 

o In the future, the Registry dashboard will be interactive and allow for courses and or trainings to be 
searchable through meta data. 

• The Credential type needs to be added as header on all Competency Attainment Record reports. 

• Prior Learning Assessments (PLA) will be included on the CAR when competencies are assigned. 
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DCFS & Credential Crosswalk Updates – Tom Layman (Attachment B) 

• The goal for many years is for the Day Care Licensing Representatives (DCLRs) to use the Gateways Registry and 
Credentials as meeting requirements rather than analyzing transcripts. 

• Drafted in 2018 was a proposed alignment of the Gateways Credentials to the Department of Child and Family 
Services (DCFS) teacher/assistant teacher education requirements for working in licensed programs.  

• Minutes from the DCFS Day Care Licensing Advisory Council Meeting in October 2018 recommended the 
proposed Credential alignment as another option for providers to meet DCFS requirements to be teacher 
qualified. 

• A second round of the proposed alignment was presented by Carol Morris at DCFS in 2019. 

• Unfortunately, the recommended alignment of Gateways Credentials to the DCFS teacher/assistant teacher 
education requirements has stalled due to a 100% turnover at DCFS and Illinois Action for Children. 

o ACTION: Please look for the next release of the DCFS licensing standards to be open for public comment. 
The QC Committee can review to determine accurate alignment of Credentials to the DCFS standards. 
PDAC should have a strong voice. 

• Comment: None of the Credentials align to the DCFS standards. Licensing supersedes Credentials. 
o Response: Licensing is not building higher quality programs. It is the ground level minimum for programs 

to be licensed. Gateways Credentials have higher requirements than the DCFS licensing minimums. 
o The purpose is not to change the licensing requirements, but to include Credentials as an option. There 

is no intention of making DCFS requirements and Credentials the same, just making the process easier to 
determine if someone is teacher qualified. 
 

Gateways ESL & Bilingual Credential Recommendation – Pat Chamberlain (Attachment C) 

• Applicants with an ESL and/or Bilingual Endorsement through the Illinois State Board of Education demonstrate 
that all ESL & Bilingual Credential competencies have been met. This is comparable to the Professional Educator 
License with an endorsement in Early Childhood Education covering the requirements for the ECE Credential 
Level 5, the Bachelor or master’s in social work covering the requirements for the Family Specialist Credential 
Level 5, and the Professional Educator License with an endorsement in Elementary Education covering the 
requirements for the School-Age and Youth Development Credential Level 5. 

• If approved, the statement “Illinois State Board of Education ESL and/or Bilingual Endorsement meets these 
requirements” will be added across the Content Specific Education Competencies to Support Dual Language 
Learners and Work and Practical Experience for the Gateways ESL & Bilingual Credential Level 4. 

• There is no ESL & Bilingual Credential Level 5. Adding this statement to the framework would acknowledge 
meeting all the ESL & Bilingual Credential competencies. 

• A five-finger vote was taken with a unanimous vote of three or more fingers. 

• Recommendation will be given to PDAC Steering Committee at their next meeting. 
 
Prior Learning Assessment Recommendation – Cerathel Burgess-Burnett (Attachment D) 

• The PDAC Workforce Development and Pathways (WDP) Committee is asking for the QC Committee’s support in 
a recommendation to standardize the statewide use of Prior Learning Assessments (PLA). 

• Scaling up the statewide, standardized Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) system, developed using innovative 
technology (Mursion), should be a priority among our state agencies and higher education institutions to 
support Illinois’ highly diverse incumbent workforce. 

• Question: How are the Mursion scenarios assigned to competencies? 
o Answer: Higher education faculty across multiple institutions are trained to review and assess using a 

rubric as a standardized tool. Inter-rater reliability is measured with unbiased faculty from a separate 
institution unassociated with the institution the student is requesting credit from. 
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• Question: How much college credit has been given to PLA students? 
o Answer: There is a series of meetings with faculty to discuss the amount of college credit to award 

consistently statewide and how to accurately place on official transcripts. 

• Question: Did all students come out of the pilot meeting all 12 ECE Level 2 competencies? 
o Answer: Some learners met all the Level 2 competencies while others only partially met. The faculty is 

discussing how to document competencies assessed on official transcripts and how they can meet the 
remaining competencies. 

• The pilot gave great information to help develop this recommendation. 

• No vote was taken and the WDP Committee will bring this recommendation to the next PDAC Steering 
Committee meeting. 

 
Shared Information/Data/Announcements 

• Faculty Request to Share: Technical Assistance Credential Level 4 course: Mentoring in ECE will be offered in 
Summer 2023 at Highland Community College. 

• National Louis University – Early Childhood Education Faculty Preparation master’s degree will pilot this fall. It is 
fully online and will prepare early childhood educators to become faculty. Funding is through an ECACE sub-
grant for 25 individuals. 

• ExceleRate® Illinois Job-Embedded Professional Development (JEPD) will be administered through IDHS in FY24.   

• FY24 PDAC Qualifications & Credentials (QC) meeting dates – TBD. 
 
Adjourn 
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Attachment A continued 
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Attachment A continued 
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