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PDAC Qualifications and Credentials (QC) Committee 

Tuesday, October 24th, 2023 
1:00 PM—3:00 PM 

Virtual Meeting Agenda 
 
Barbara Volpe Danen Busch Joan Longtin Stormy Udell 

Bela Moté* Debbie Rogers-Jaye Joni Scritchlow Tammy Notter       

Brooke Walker Denise Monnier Miranda Lin Tami O’Daniel 

Cerathel Burgess-Burnett Elva DeLuna* Sharyl Robin Teri Talan 

Connie Shugart Gwendolyn Moss Stephanie Hellmer Wendy Connell 
    
*Denotes co-chair 
 

Welcome – Bela Moté & Elva DeLuna, co-chairs 
 
Review and Approval of April 11th, 2023, meeting minutes 

• Motion by Cerathel Burgess-Burnett. 

• Motion seconded by Tammy Notter. 

• Motion passed and minutes approved. 

 
Breaking News!  

• Today, Gov. Pritzker announced a proposal to create a unified Early Childhood State Agency. The new 
agency will unify the following programs under a single agency: 

o The Early Childhood Block Grant at ISBE, which funds Preschool for All and the Prevention 
Initiative home-visiting program. 

o The Child Care Assistance Program, Home-Visiting, and Early Intervention services at DHS 
o Day care licensing currently managed by DCFS. 

• Ann Whalen has been named the agency’s Early Childhood Transition Director. 

• An external advisory committee will be established to seek input from stakeholders across the state in 
preparation for the proposal. The committee will be chaired by Bela Moté. Congratulations Bela! 

• Read the full Press Release: https://dcfs.illinois.gov/es/news/press-release.27179.html (Attachment A). 
 
PDAC Strategic Planning Phase X – Bela Moté, Elva DeLuna, & Teri Talan 

• The PDAC Steering Committee met in person in late September to discuss the vision and future of the 
next PDAC Strategic Plan. 

o The breaking news announcement of a central state agency will be important to include in 
PDAC’s Phase X Strategic Plan. 

o Should QC meet in person at the INCCRRA office for the December 19th meeting? 
▪ A large majority of the committee is in favor of an in-person meeting in Bloomington. 
▪ The December 19th meeting will be rescheduled as an in-person meeting. 

 

https://dcfs.illinois.gov/es/news/press-release.27179.html
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PDAC Strategic Plan Phase IX – Bela Moté, Elva DeLuna, & Teri Talan 

• Attachment B shows QC’s progress in the current strategic plan. 

• GREEN = COMPLETE, Yellow = Next Steps/Focus, and Orange = ongoing work. 
o Goal 1 included embedding Gateways Credentials into DCFS licensing as options to meet 

educational requirements. 
▪ Should QC revisit the DCFS/Credential Crosswalk this Strategic Plan phase? The current 

Phase IX ends June 30th, 2024. 
o Goal 2 ongoing work includes encouraging a dashboard of progress within the Gateways 

Registry Professional Development Record toward competency completion for each credential.   
▪ QC has been having ongoing discussions with Joellyn Whitehead on this progress. 
▪ Unfortunately, IDHS has other priorities, and these updates are not as crucial. 

• How can QC expedite this to make it a priority? 
o Goal 3 includes Relationship Based Professional Development (RBPD) to support competency 

attainment and achievement of Gateways Credentials. 
▪ In partnership with the McCormick Center for Early Childhood Leadership, ExceleRate® 

Illinois had a pilot program to model Job Embedded Professional Development (JEPD).  

• It’s possible that QC can make a recommendation before June 30th, 2024. 

• JEPD would need to be added to the Gateways Credential frameworks. 
o Goal 4 included deepening QC’s knowledge of the Credentialed and non-Credentialed 

workforce.  
▪ This data analysis could still be completed before June 30th, 2024.  

 
Welcome New Members – Stephanie Hellmer, INCCRRA 

• Gwendolyn Moss from the Illinois Afterschool Network (IAN) – formerly Curtis Peace, Jr. was in this role. 

• Stormy Udell from the Illinois Associate of Community Action Agencies (IACCA) – previously Christine 
Westerlund was in this role. 

 
Thank You Retiring Members – Joni Scritchlow, INCCRRA 

• After many decades of volunteering and shepherding the field of ECE, Teri Talan will be rolling off 
PDAC. She joins us as a guest to share her expansive knowledge and expertise with the QC Committee. 

• Also, Joni Scritchlow is retiring from INCCRRA after 18 years of dedicated service. Her last day with 
INCCRRA will be December 20th, 2023. 

• Congratulations to Teri and Joni on their upcoming retirements. 
 
Shared Information/Data/Announcements 

• The McCormick Center for Early Childhood Leadership’s Leadership Connections Conference will return to an in-
person format February 7 – 10th, 2024 in Wheeling. There will be a family child care summit on Saturday 10th. 

 
Adjourn 
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
 

 


