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PDAC Steering Committee 

Joint Face-to-face and Webinar Held 
March 21, 2014 

 

Anne Wharff Donna Emmons Laurie Rhodes 
 Beth Knight Gena Glover Rebecca Livengood 
 Cass Wolfe Joellyn Whitehead Sandra Cole 
 Cerathel Burnett Johnna Darrah-Ernst Sharyl Robin 
 Christi Chadwick Joni Scritchlow Tammy Notter 
 Christy Allen Julie Lindstrom Teri Talan 
 Deb Widenhofer Lauri Morrison-Frichtl 

   
 
Welcome – Cass Wolfe and Deb Widenhofer, co-chairs 

 Attendees were welcomed to the meeting and webinar. 
 
Review and Approval of the Minutes (Attachment #1) 

 January 9 and 10, 2014 
o Laurie Rhodes moved to accept minutes as presented with amendments.  
o Tammy Notter seconded the motion. 
o Minutes approved. 

Recommendation for Approval (Attachment #2) – Cass Wolfe and Deb Widenhofer 

 PDAC Strategic Plan Phase VI, 2013-2015, Governance Committee Goal #4 
o Propose to eliminate the existing objectives and replace with new objectives 

listed on the document in red.    
o Teri Talan moved to accept the motion. 
o Tammy Notter seconded the motion. 
o Recommendation approved. 

edTPA Presentation (Attachment #3) 

 Elisa Palmer, edTPA Coordinator, ISU College of Education presented on edTPA at 
Illinois State University. 

o ISU has 26 programs and 1,000 teacher candidates annually.   
o ISU implemented edTPA in the fall of 2013. 

Discussion on Stacie Goffin’s Early Childhood Education for a New Era and the Role of PDAC 
Steering. (Attachment #4) 

 Cass Wolfe reviewed the Stacie Goffin attachment.   

 Teri Talan recently attended the National Academy of Sciences meeting in 
Washington, D.C.  A topic discussed at the meeting included what is needed to 
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prepare a workforce to work seamlessly with children birth to age 8.   Birth to age 8 
is not just an Illinois issue, but is on the national stage as well.   

 Stacie Goffin will be in Wheeling on Tuesday, May 13, 2014 to with the McCormick 
Advisory Board Meeting.  An invitation will be extended to have her attend a portion 
of the Steering Committee meeting. 

Early Head Start Child Care Partnerships (Attachments #5 and #6) – Lauri Morrison-Frichtl and 
Gina Ruther 

 Funding in the amount $500,000,000. 

 Purpose: 
o Support state and communities in expanding high quality early learning and 

development opportunities for infants and toddlers. 
o Early Head Start applicants who demonstrate partnership will join with child 

care providers who agree to meet high standards of quality. 
o Enhance and chocolate support early learning settings; provide new, full-day, 

comprehensive services that meet the needs of working families, and 
prepare children for the transition into preschool. 

 Partnerships: center-based, family child care, and a combination of center and 
family child care. 

 Funds will be awarded competitively through the Early Head Start grant process, 
even if an existing Early Head Start grantee is awarded. 

 Interagency partnerships and continuums will be prioritized. 

 Timeline: 
o Funding announcement should be sometime in spring 2014. 
o Review of the grants will happen in late summer and early fall 2014. 
o Funding to be expended by March 31, 2015.  

 Question: Will there be any technical assistance available for applicants? 
o Answer- resources will be available at: 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/early-head-start-child-care-
partnerships 

 Question: Do we have an estimate of how many children will be impacted? 
o Answer – No national estimate has been given. Illinois Governor’s office 

estimates $20,000,000 in funding.  
ELC PSQ Workforce Compensation – Joni Scritchlow 

 Invites going out the week of March 17, 2014 to potential members of an Early 
Learning Council and Program Standards and Quality Ad Hoc work group, Workforce 
Compensation.  PDAC Financial Supports Committee members will be asked to be a 
part of this committee.  

o Co-Chaired by Valerie Krajec and Joni Scritchlow 
o Focus of the group 

 Review state and national workforce data and demographics that 
inform recruitment and retention of highly-qualified workforce. 

 Develop suggested ranges for compensation parity aligned with 
qualifications/roles. 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/early-head-start-child-care-partnerships
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/early-head-start-child-care-partnerships
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 Identify various strategies that can be combined to secure and retain 
a highly-skilled and professionally compensated workforce.  

 Committee will meet for 12 -18 months.  
 Committee will have white papers versus recommendation format. 

School-Age and Youth Development Credential Pilots – Christy Allen and Tammy Notter 

 Thanks to the hard work of Dave Robisch and Anne Wharff of the Illinois Department 
of Human Services (IDHS), funding has been secured to pilot the program. 

 Pilot scheduled to begin by the end May. 

 Opportunity in May to participate in the Illinois After-School Conference (IAN) to get 
the word out to interested Direct Route Practitioners. 

Gateways Higher Education Forum and HELP Committee – Joni Scritchlow (Attachment #7 and 
#8) 

 The Gateways Higher Education Forum (Collaborating for Success) will be held on 
April 3, 2014 and April 4, 2014 at the Marriott Hotel and Conference Center in 
Normal, Illinois.   

 Funding Partners include: Illinois Head Start Association, Illinois Head Start State 
Collaboration Office, and Heartland Community College-Heartland Equity and 
Inclusion Project. 

 More than 100 people registered for the forum. 

 Forty to 50 colleges and universities who have early childhood programs will have 
representatives attending. 

Illinois State University-McCormick Conversation with Erika Hunt Follow-up – Joni Scritchlow 

 Erika Hunt with ISU has submitted a grant to the McCormick Foundation which 
includes information about the ECE Credential Level 5 Benchmarks.  

 Grant funding will not be announced until May 2014. 

 Will be a partnership with PDAC. 

 Update will be given at PDAC May meeting. 
Steering Committee Spring Retreat – Julie Lindstrom (Attachments #9 and #10) 

  May PDAC Steering Committee Retreat will be held in conjunction with the 2014 
Leadership Connections Conference. 

 PDAC Steering Committee Meeting will begin at the Westin Hotel on Wednesday, 
May 14, 2014 at 10:00AM. 

 PDAC Steering Committee Meeting Day Two will begin at 8:00AM concluding at 
11:00AM on May 15, 2014. 

 PDAC will host dinner opportunities at Cooper’s Hawk Restaurant and Bucca di 
Beppo. 

 Registration form should be filled out and returned to Julie Lindstrom as soon as 
possible in order to reserve rooms. 

 Teri Talan will work with conference organizers to see if Stacie Goffin could 
participate in the PDAC meeting. 

Committee Announcements/Updates 

 Illinois Department Human Services – Anne Wharff 



 

4 

 

o Gina Ruther is retiring, will work for the Zero to Three Professional 
Development Workforce Center (PDW). 

 Governor’s Office Early Childhood Development – Christi Chadwick  
o No report 

 ISBE – no representative  
o No report 

 Information, Analysis, Trends – Lauri Morrison Frichtl 
o The committee has not met since the last PDAC Steering meeting in January. 
o Dawn Thomas recruited a graduate student to scan the research.  

 Workforce Development and Pathways – Johnna Darragh-Ernst 
o The committee has divided into two work groups, and will hold two break-

out sessions in order to prepare infographics and myth buster papers. 
o Papers will focus on critical workforce data 

 Governance – Deb Widenhofer 
o Meeting on April 11, 2014 to review current PDAC policies and procedures 

and PDAC membership documents.  

 Financial Supports – Laurie Rhodes 
o Looking forward to the opportunity to contribute to the ELC Workforce 

Compensation Ad Hoc Work Group. 

 Qualifications and Credentials – Teri Talan 
o Gateways ECE Benchmarks Level 5 Review Group:  The group met and 

walked through the content areas, need to institute some edits of the 
benchmarks based on the updating of the Bloom’s taxonomy.  Members are 
also sharing thoughts on the alignment of the standards, a few need to be 
deleted or added.  The group will take one last look after all of the 
suggestions have been compiled.  

o Gateways ECE Benchmarks Level 2 -4 Review Group: The group will meet on 
Monday, March 24, 2014 to review the content areas and benchmarks.  
Teri Talan believes through this process they have strengthened the leveled 
benchmarks and have committed to keeping the different levels with a focus 
on competences rather than courses. 

o Technical Assistance Credential Committee – Sharyl Robin 
Met on March 3, 2014 for face-to-face meeting, talked about the timeline of 
the credential, what would be the requirements of the credential, and 
defining Technical Assistance. 

o Family Child Care Credential Committee – No committee co-chair  
No report 

o SA/YD Credential Committee – Christy Allen 
No additional report 

o Family Specialist Credential Committee – Jamilah Jor’dan 
Face-to-face meeting on April 29, 2014. 
Need representation from higher education faculty on the committee and 
individuals in order to review the drafted benchmarks. 
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Adjourn 

 Next meeting will be held on May 14, 2014 and May 15, 2014 in Wheeling, IL. 
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