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PDAC Workforce, Development, and Pathways Committee 

May 29, 2014 

10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Cerathel Burnett Johnna Darragh-Ernst 

Jennifer Weidner Joni Scritchlow 

Joan Longtin Julie Lindstrom 

  Welcome – Cerathel Burnett and Johnna Darragh-Ernst, co-chairs 

Approval of the Minutes  

 February 26, 2014 

o Cerathel moved to approve the minutes. 

o Joan seconded the motion. 

o Minutes approved. 

 

Review of the Myth Buster Documents 

 Fascinating Facts about the Early Care and Education Workforce in Illinois #1 Document 

(Attachment 1) 

o Viable career path information. 

 The committee reviewed the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics hand-out regarding 

“Job Outlook” for Childcare Workers.  (Attachment 2) 

 Expected job growth is 14% for the Childcare workforce. 

 Document was reviewed, edited, and reformatted. 

 New quote added – “Touch the Future – Teach!” from Christa McAuliffe.  

 Fascinating Facts about the Early Care and Education Workforce in Illinois #2 Document 

(Attachment 3)  

o The Impact of the ECE Workforce. 

 Document was reviewed, edited, and reformatted. 

 Discussion on use of the term “The Early Childhood Care and Education”.  Per 

IDHS will include the word care. 

 Fascinating Facts about the Early Care and Education Workforce in Illinois #3 Document 

(Attachment 4) 

o Early Childhood Professionals in Illinois are a Well Educated Workforce. 

 National numbers were removed, as people might concentrate on low national 

numbers rather than the numbers for Illinois. 

 Supports include both Gateways Scholarship program and Great START wage 

supplement program. 

 Question: How many individuals applied for scholarship dollars?  



2 
 

 912 people were eligible for Gateways Scholarships program in 2014, 

committee felt this number was low and should not be included in the 

information sheet.   

 This page could be the front of a page and Document #5 could be on the back 

side of the page. 

 Fascinating Facts about the Early Care and Education Workforce in Illinois #4 Document  

(Attachment 5) 

o Turnover in the field of Early Care and Education is much lower than in other fields per 

national data.  

 A short infograph was made up focusing on turnover, cost, and profit.   

 Average of 9.7 years in the field compared to the overall workforce of 4.6 years.  

 Fascinating Facts about the Early Care and Education Workforce in Illinois #5 Document 

(Attachment 6) 

o Investments in ECE Professional Development Work 

 This page could have at the top barriers and at the bottom ways to overcome 

the barriers.  

 Information from this document could be used as the back of document #3. 

Discussion/Next Steps 

 These documents will be shared with the INCCRRA Marketing Department for layout and 

stylized look. 

 After WDP committee approval: 

o Documents to be reviewed by PDAC Steering and PDAC. 

o Infographics and Fascinating Facts could be used on the Gateways website, newsletter 

and Facebook page. 

o Documents could be given to members of the legislature, and university and high school 

academic advisors.  

o Documents could be given to PDAC members and the Illinois Early Learning Council 

members to use and share with colleagues.  

 

Review of the Strategic Plan 

 Strategic Plan Objective: Determine common language to eliminate the dichotomy within the 

field of early care and education. 

o Glossaries from NAYSE, ISBE, Head Start, and DCFS for teacher, assistant teacher, para-

professional, teacher’s aide and director/teachers will be researched by Johnna Darragh.  

A grid will be developed for easy reference.  

 Strategic Plan Objective: Create a professional development system with cross-sector access to 

Professional Development Supports. 

o Question:  Will there be enough funding for the Gateways Scholarships? 

 Answer:  To date we are able to meet the needs.  

 Strategic Plan Objective:  Identify policies and practices that support exemplary college student 

preparation. 
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o Action Step:  Information and data on the workforce was shared at the Gateways Higher 

Education Forum in April 2014, with faculty attending.  

o Action Step:  Explore partnership with the Illinois Early Learning Council (ELC) Program 

Standards and Quality (PSQ) Higher Education learning and Professional Development 

(HELP) Committee to inform Higher Ed RFP development. 

FY15 Meeting Dates 

 July 21, 2014 (Telenet 1:00PM – 3:00PM) 

 October 6, 2014 (Face-to-Face 10:00AM – 3:00PM) 

 December 10, 2014 (Telenet 10:00AM – Noon) 

 

Updates/Announcements 

 No updates were given. 

 

Adjourn 

 Johnna called for the meeting to adjourn, and thanked all for their participation today. 

 

Future Meeting Date 

 July 21, 2014, (Telenet 1:30PM – 3:30PM) 
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